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Senior Men’s Club, Birmingham, Michigan

The Reminder
October  2024

Fel lowship  •   Shared Interest   •   Community  Serv ice

President's Letter
Football season is well underway and the optimism 
for the Lions is at an all time high in my lifetime. For 
the first time in several years, we are still watching 
the daily baseball scores as the Tigers go into the 
last few weeks of the season looking for a playoff 
spot. For the SMCB, golf season is about done 
(except for the diehards that play whenever there 
isn’t snow on the course) and bowling has started. 
The remaining months of 2024 are packed with 
activities, culminating with the Holiday Party on 
December 11. I encourage everyone to attend that 
event. 

One of my priorities for the year was to find a way to 
keep in better contact with some of our members that can’t get out like they used 
to and don’t always access our electronic communications. Malcolm Hendy has 
championed this cause that we now call Member Outreach. It was agreed with 
V&H chair, John Paesano, that this activity would fall under his committee. One 
of the first things we need to do is to help identify those members (especially 
life members) that aren’t getting or reading our communications or may need 
help to get to activities. If you know of any member in this situation, please 
contact the V&H committee. There will be more information on this activity in 
the future.

I would encourage everyone to look at all of our activities and see if there is one 
or more that you might want to get involved with. There is a lot going on in the 
next few months and whether it is going to one of the special events, attending 
Friday meetings, or going to one of the activity groups, the more you put into 
the club, the more you get out of it.

September 4th .........................................................................................Speaker: Dr. David Dulio 
Distinguished Professor of Political Science and Director of The Center for Civic Engagement, 

Oakland University
Presentation: “2024: What to Watch for in the Homestretch”

 
September 11th .........................................................................Speaker: Kimberly Andrews Espy 

 President Wayne State University
Presentation: "Meet the 13th President of Wayne State University”

 
September 18th ......................................................................................Speaker:  Dr. Nikolai Vitti 

Update on Selfridge ANG BaseSuperintendent, Detroit Public Schools Community District
Presentation: “Students Rise, We all Rise”

 
September 25th ............................................................................................Speaker: Greg Kampe 

Head Coach, Men’s Basketball, Oakland University
Presentation: “Great Times for Golden Grizzlies Basketball: Looking Back and Looking Ahead”

 

October 2024 Speakers
Speaker Chair: Bob Lusardi

OCTOBER LUNCHES AT 
THE IROQUOIS CLUB

OCTOBER 4TH 
2024 OKTOBERFEST 

Rolls & Butter  
German Potato  

Salad  
Mixed Vegetables  
Chicken Schnitzel  

Dessert:  
Apple Pie 

OCTOBER 11TH
 Rolls & Butter 

Caesar Salad 
Mixed Vegetables 
Fettuccini Alfredo 

Baked Cod  
Dessert: 
Brownie

OCTOBER 18TH
Rolls & Butter 
Caesar Salad 

Mixed Vegetables 
Mac N Cheese 

Chicken Piccata 
Dessert: 
Cookies

OCTOBER 25TH
Rolls & Butter 
Garden Salad 

Peas  
Baked Mostaccioli  
Sliced Prime Rib  

Dessert:  
Chocolate Chip Cookies
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“We welcome your support!”

I can not do all the good that the world needs.  But the world needs all the good I can do.
- Jana Stanfield 

Foundation Grant to 
Matchan Nutrition Center
Matchan Nutrition Center
 
The Matchan Nutrition Center was founded by three men in 1984. One of 
the men is our SMC member Frank Schmidt. Frank manages the center to 
meet the needs of  citizens of Pontiac, many of whom are senior men. The 
Matchan Nutrition Center is under the umbrella of the St. Vincent de Paul 
organization and uses the facilities of All Saints Episcopal Church in 
Pontiac.
 
“THE MISSION OF THE MATCHAN NUTRITION CENTER IS  TO 
SERVE HOT, WELL-BALANCED MEALS TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN 
NEED, OFFER GROCERIES FOR THEIR HOME AND TO PROVIDE 
OTHER LIFE CHANGING ASSISTANCE THAT LEADS TO SELF-
SUFFICIENCY LOCALLY IN OAKLAND COUNTY.”

On September 17, the Senior Men's Club Foundation awarded The 
Matchan Nutrition Center a $5,000 grant. The vote was unanimous. 
Members of the SMCF Board visited the center multiple times. They were 
struck by the need of those receiving the aid and the scope of the center's 
operation. Every Tuesday and Thursday 125 to 175  individuals line up well 
before the doors open at 10:30 a.m.. People pick up the groceries, 
toiletries, and clothing they need, then go to the third floor and are served 
a hot lunch prepared by the many volunteers that work there. The need is 
clear and sizable.

Matching Gift Challenge

Your  contr ibut ion  rece ived  by  
September 30 will be doubled, so your 
contribution can make twice the 
difference!

$100 will become $200
$250 will become $500

$500 will become $1,000

A special thanks to those Senior Men's 
Club members that have generously 
offered to match your September 
contributions to the Senior Men's Club 
Foundation. They are:

Mike Bica, Jim King, John Carter, 
George Stern, Pat Jacoby, John Rusche, 
John Reddy, Tom Booth, Joel Adelman, 
Jay Kafarski, Dick Bradley, Gerd 
Keuffel, Tim McGee, Jim Fleck, 
Maynard  Timm
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SPECIAL EVENTS
OCTOBER OPPORTUNITY:  SEE THE NEW ART OF DINING EXHIBITION AT THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS WITH THE SENIOR 
MEN’S CLUB ON OCTOBER 16 – FOR ONLY $5.00

At the lunch meeting on September 27, Katherine Kasdorf, Associate Curator of Arts of Asia and the Islamic World for the Detroit Institute of Arts, 

gave club members an overview of the new The Art ofDining: Food Culture in the Islamic World exhibition at the museum.  The exhibition includes 

more than 200 works highlighting the rich history of culinary and artistic traditions from the Middle East, Egypt, Central and South Asia, and beyond.  

Dr. Kasdorf discussed highlights from the planning process for the exhibit and took us through a deeper dive into some of the featured works of art.  

Now, let’s go to the DIA and see it!  We will have that opportunity as a club to do that on Wednesday, October 16.  We will depart from the rear 

parking lot at The First Presbyterian Church, 1669 West Maple in Birmingham, at 12:15 p.m. in our usual Carr’s motor coach for the trip to the DIA.  

At the DIA, your admission is free.  Dining is on your own and optional.  There are two food service locations in the museum.  You will have ample 

time to see TheArtofDining as well as explore any of the other treasures of this world-renowned museum.  In addition, the DIA is extending to Senior 

Men’s Club attendees a 10% discount on purchases at the museum gift shop.  Our bus will leave the DIA at 3:00 p.m. for the return trip to Birmingham.    

This great opportunity is available for the exceedingly nominal fee of $5.00 per person, with everything included.  The ticket price enables the club 

to cover incidentals relating to the transportation.  Your check should be made payable to the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham.  Tickets for this 

event are limited to a maximum of 50 attendees, and will be sold at Friday club meetings prior to October 16.  For more information, contact Peter 

Hollinshead (phollinshead@comcast.net) or Swarn Rajpal (SwarnRajpal7@gmail.com).      

SMCB Sergeant At Arms Request
I was proud and honored to lead the Veterans, and non-Veterans of the SMCB in the 2023 and 2024 Celebrate Birmingham parades in 

June, and the 4th of July parades in Clawson. 

Many had never been in a parade before. The Veterans were very happy to be greeted and applauded by the spectators along the 

route. A number said it was the first time they'd ever been thanked for their service. The non-Vets were proud to show their support 

of our Veterans. It was good time had by all. 

I believe it's very important for us, Vets and non-Vets alike to get out into the communities 

and show our colors in community events.

I will be registering the SMCB to participate in the 18th annual Metroplitan Detroit 

Veterans Day parade on Sunday, November 10. 

I've been with the Metropolitan Detroit Veterans Coalition that puts it on since it began, 

It's grown from 150-200 participants to over 4,000 in those years. We've had, in good 

weather, 800 + motorcycles leading the parade. Several of our Vet members participate 

with Vets associations they're affiliated with. I hope to have a good number of SMBC 

Vets and non-Vets join me. It's a long parade; I'll have my vehicle there with the SMCB 

magnetic car decals; and room for three (3) passengers.

John Williams/Willy

Metropolitan Detroit Veterans Coalition

Chairman, Senior Men's Club of Birmingham Veterans / Sergeant-at-Arms Groups

  

 

 

 

  

year’s
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HELP NEEDED
Our club needs your help.  We need a few men to step up and help out.  The benefits are many:

•GRATIFICATION- you will see the results of your efforts in a strong club, with activities that enrich your life and other senior men.

•FRIENDSHIP-you will work with other friendly members that might just end up being your new best friend.

•STEWARDSHIP-your efforts will make someone else’s life better.

•HAPPINESS- your efforts will be seen by others, who will acknowledge your kindness, your time will be well spent, and you will be 
respected by your peer group, you will be contributing to the greater good of our community.

 
We are looking for help in filling these roles:

VISITATION AND HEALTH-Help as a MONTHLY CHAIRPERSON; your role for a given month is to assemble and communicate health status 
information (recent illnesses, deaths) of members as the club is made aware of them.   
Contact John Paesano (rohrad2@gmail.com phone-248-931-4036) if you would like to help.

THE HANDBOOK COMMITTEE-is looking for a volunteer to help assemble and coordinate the printing of our yearly-issued SMCB HANDBOOK.  
Knowledge of Microsoft Word is needed.  You will work with the Handbook Chairman to aid in this critical tool available to all members.  
Contact Jack Burns (jackburns1@comcast.net  248-644-7619) if you would like to help.

THE FRIDAY SPEAKERS COMMITTEE-is looking for interested members that would like to actively solicit engaging speakers for our Friday 
meetings.  Be a part of making our Friday meetings the foundation of our club.  
Contact Bo Tamarelli (rtamarelli@gmail.com  248-388-2443) if you would like to help.

Bo Tamarelli

Join our SCORE group.  You can do it. 

Our SMCB SCORE group includes:  Zeid, Powe, Garner, Rajpal, Strubler, Kafarski, Vorce, Reynolds, Burke, Stone, & R McGee.   We recently 
met for lunch at Dick O’Dows.  We shared experiences and best practices.   It was fun and productive.   We will do it again in a couple of 
months.   Anyone interested in SCORE is encouraged to come. 

SCORE is one of the three activities identified as an official Club social engagement opportunity.  SCORE is a volunteer organization.  It is 
funded by Congress and administered by the SBA.   To become a SCORE mentor, sign up at SCORE.org, complete on-line training and co-
mentor three sessions with an experienced SCORE mentor.  After that, you are  running your own consulting firm.  Mentors can choose 
which entrepreneurs to engage as clients.  Mentors set their own schedules.   Mentors spend at least 2 hours per week mentoring and 
take weeks offs when needed.   Mentoring is typically done via video in one-hour sessions.   You will learn new things and feel good about 
yourself.   We also have informative private tours like we did at Garner Walsh Nursery in May and  NEWLAB (next to the Train Station) in 
June.   

We are making a difference.   Small business is America’s growth engine.   Mentoring from our SMCB members help small businesses start, 
grow, and succeed.   Every SMCB member is capable!  No business experience necessary.  SCORE supplies all the training and resources you 
will need.  If you have an interest in joining our SMCB SCORE group call Rich McGee 248 703 7231 or talk to him at a Friday meeting.   At 
least check out the website SCORE.org. 



CCMMSSSE
N

IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

Est. �
	�
CCMMSSSE

N
IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

5

September Camera Club Presentation

Camera Club

Kudos to Martin Rowell for a spirited and informative talk on the evolution of the Jaguar “E” class, known in the US as the XKE.

Beginning with his employment as an Apprentice at Jaguar, in Coventry England,  Martin regaled a group of 15 with a slide supported story 
of the iconic “E” class growing from the post-WWII classic, XK 120.  Though never a Jaguar owner himself, Martin had plenty of  experience 
driving “other people’s fast cars”.  That part of his Jaguar story included driving corporate guests around London in many Jaguars.  Surely 
the highlight of his time at Jaguar was the good fortune of meeting his charming wife Christel at the Geneva Auto Show when the  “E” 
was launched there in March, 1961.

Thanks, Martin, for your presentation to the Camera Group!  Another fine example of the diverse interests within this club and the 
expertise of its members.

The Camera Club will meet the Third Thursday at Three, October 17, 2024 at the Apple Store, Somerset Mall— first floor, 3 pm.  We will 
have the Apple trainer present the third in a series of I-Phone camera discussions:  the photo editing abilities built into our I-Phones, from 
adding and formatting text on the printable side, to sizing correctly for the size of the print or realignment/leveling, and the various hues 
to bring out special effects.  And other questions you may have.  (No Zoom for this hands-on demonstration.)

On Monday, October 14th at 1:00 PM, Jon Haber will present, via Zoom, the comedy classic “I 
Married a Witch” (1942) (1 hour / 17 minutes). Directed by the legendary Rene Clair, the story 
begins during the 17th century witch trials in Salem, Massachusetts, when a doomed young witch, 
Jennifer (Veronica Lake), casts a spell on her accuser such that he and all of his descendants will 
have very unhappy marriages.   Flash forward to the early 1940’s and a miracle allows Jennifer to 
come back into the world and apply revenge to the current descendant, a young politician, Wallace 
Wooly (Fredrick March), who is running for Governor. However, things do not go as planned and 
she falls madly in love with Wallace, who is soon to be married to another woman.  Although lots 
of unusual situations arise, it all ends well at the film’s conclusion. The outstanding supporting cast 
and many special effects keep the movie lighthearted, magical and humorous.
The film was both a critical and commercial success, The movie continues to be highly regarded by 
audiences to this day. The movie has a Rotton Tomatoes score of 95% and IMDb rating of 7.1/10.  
A preview of the movie is now available to watch by pressing the CMG Movie Preview Button on 
the Club’s Homepage.

So, mark your calendars now and plan to join Jon, and the rest of our Group, on October 14, to 

watch, enjoy and discuss this fascinating combination Halloween/Election Year classic film from the 
golden age of Hollywood.    

Please note that the Zoom link for the movie will be at the top of the Scheduled Events eBlast for 

the week of October13, which will be published on the previous Friday morning October 11.  

Fred Hansz, Chairman

CLASSIC MOVIE
GROUP 

Classic Movie Group Annual Meeting 
The Classic Movie Group will hold our Annual Meeting on Tuesday, October 8, from 1 to 3 PM, via Zoom, to select the films to be shown 
during the coming year.  If you enjoy movies and would like to make some suggestions, or possibly sponsor one of your favorite films for 
presentation next year, please plan to join us.  You can also let any member of our Group know of any films that you would like to have 
considered for presentation in 2025.  Watch for the Meeting Zoom Link which will appear in the Weekly Activities eBlast for the week of 
October 6.  We hope to see all interested film buffs at our October 8, Meeting.  
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Two very different books will be discussed by the Reading Groups in October.  The first is a provocative discussion of what is needed to survive in today’s 
rapidly changing world. The second is the true story of a murder mystery that dominated the news in the early 20th Century.  Both are sure to continue our 
tradition of lively and thought-provoking discussions.  The two groups will continue to meet via Zoom.  As always, all members and their guests are welcome.  
Please let Bob Maxfield or Roger Timm know if you would like to be added to our distribution list.

Wednesday, October 2, 1030 AM: 21 Lessons for the 21st Century byYuval Noah Harari (New York: Random House, 2019).  This discussion will be led by 
SwarnRajpal.

We previously read Harari's book, Sapiens.  In 21 Lessons for the 21st Century, Yuval Noah Harari probes into today’s most urgent issues as we move into 
the uncharted territory of the future. As technology advances faster than our understanding of it, hacking becomes a tactic of war, and the world feels more 
polarized than ever, Harari addresses the challenge of navigating life in the face of constant and disorienting change and raises the important questions we 

need to ask ourselves in order to survive in a future that will be very different from the world we now live in: How 
can we retain freedom of choice when Big Data is watching us? What will the future workforce look like, and how 
should we ready ourselves for it? How should we deal with the threat of terrorism? Why is liberal democracy in crisis?

From Bill Gates in his NY Times review: “Harari is such a stimulating writer that even when I disagreed, I wanted to 
keep reading and thinking. ..[Harari] has teed up a crucial global conversation about how to take on the problems of 
the twenty-first century.

Monday, October 21, 3 PM:Who Killed Jane Stanford: A Gilded Age Tale of 
Murder, Dec, Spirits and the Birth of a University by Richard Wright (New York: 
W.W. Norton, 2023). Doug Koschik will lead this discussion.

In 1885 Jane and Leland Stanford founded a university to honor their deceased 
son.  After her husband's death in 1893, Jane Sanford, a devoted spiritualist 
who expected the university to inculcate her values, steered Stanford into 
eccentricity and public controversy.  In 1905 she was murdered in Hawaii.  To 
protect her bequests, the Stanford President constructed the story that she had 
died of natural causes.

From the Wall Street Journal review: "Offering a detective story with more twists and turns than a Dashiell Hammett 
novel, Mr. White leads us through his research into the labyrinth. Along the way, [he] uncovers a century-long campaign 
kicked off by the university’s first president to cloud the circumstances of Jane Stanford’s death. He makes a convincing 
case for why Jane Stanford’s murder was covered up for so long.”

Looking ahead to November: 
Wednesday, November 6:The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincolnand American Slavery by Eric Foner  (Roger Timm) 
Monday, November 18:Co-intelligence: Living and Working with AI by Ethan Mollick  (Jim Labes)

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
READING GROUPS

Investment Group
Please join us at our next Investment Group meeting being held on Thursday October 10, 2024 at 2:45PM.  The in-person and Zoom 
meeting will be held in the basement level of the Baldwin Public Library. Our speakers will be Dawn Schluter, founding member of 
Schluter& Hughes Law PLLC, along with her partner Kristin Hughes, JD.  www.schluterandhughes.com

Schluter& Hughes Law specializes in estate planning, estate and trust administration, trustee services and estate, gift and fiduciary tax 
matters. The firm also has dedicated professionals who have the ability to assist with care coordination.  As we know there are many 
different non-profits, foundations and other charitable organizations our SMC members support.  Dawn and Kristen will be speaking on 
how best to plan and incorporate potential donations into an estate plan.  In addition, we will hear their expertise on the latest legal 
changes within the estate and trust administration issues. 

Dawn has been nominated as a Michigan Super Lawyers, Estate Planning & Probate since 2008, Best Lawyers in America since 2013 and was nominated 
as a Top Women Lawyer of Michigan since 2022.  Dawn worked with Miller Canfield starting in 1989, and has devoted her career to helping families 
and individuals with some of their most difficult and most personal needs.   Dawn and Kristen, who have spoken to the Club in the past, look forward to 
answering your Estate Tax and Planning questions. 

REMINDER: Please bring your stock game sheets with you to the meeting, as we will be collecting the forms to start the game in mid-October.  If you cannot 
make the October meeting and would like to participate in the stock game, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at 248-990-0305.  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

OCTOBER 2024  CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

NEXTBD CATNAME NEXTBD CATNAME NEXTBD CATNAME
October 1    Rich Teets October 10 a  Chuck Batcheller October 22    Rick Ganfield
October 2    Pat Cronin *  Alex McKeen    Mark Moyer
October 4 *  Kirby Callam October 12    Richard Muszynski    Gordon Rinschler

   Al Gladner October 13    Dr. Doc Lou Schwartz *  Frank Schmid
   Bob Pliska October 15    Alan Amendt    John Steele, Past Pres 2014

October 5    Mike Clement a  Dr. Jay Shah *  Bob Stevenson
   Ken Kamman October 16    John Gartner    Steve Zimmer
   Duane Ralston    Dr. Vishwa Mali October 23    Ron Zurilla
a  Ron Wong a  Chris Sande October 24    Norm Morrell

October 6 *  Ty Perkins October 17    Fred Eckhout October 25 *  Fred Bond
a  Arnie Phatak a  Paul Ferszt *  Perry Driggs

October 7    Dick Laimbeer    Dr. Kirit Tolia October 26    Tom DeCorte
October 8 *  Dick Glass *  Tom Waffen October 27    Joel Adelman

   Dr. Tracy Grindling October 18    Dr. Sid Goldstein    Jim Bayson
   Dave Muir October 19    Mike Fritz *  Dr. Al Panah

October 9    Dr. Adoor Amanullah October 20    Charlie Blank    Mike Wilson
   Sven Anden *  Frank Gunkel October 28    Ray Bohnenstiehl
a  Mark Geoffrey    Jim Hayes Jr a  Dr. Avi Desai

   Tom Scholl
October 31    Peter Daly

   Tom Mark
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The Senior Men's Club mailing address for general
Club or SMC 

Foundation correspondence is:

 Senior Men's Club
 P.O. Box 1149

 Birmingham, MI 48012-1149
All mail should be sent to the above address 

The Club may also be contacted via email at:

seniormensclub@gmail.com

Visit SMC at:
www.seniormensclub.com

A monthly publication of the Senior Men's
Club, which meets Friday at 10:30 AM
at the Iroquois Club* in Bloomfield Hills.

Officers for 2024 are:
- President, John Maten;
- First Vice President, Ray Buratto;
- Second Vice President, John Rusche;
- Recording Secretary, Jim Hayes;
- Corresponding Secretary, Bo Tamarelli;
- Treasurer, Rich McGee;
-  Assistant Treasurer, George Dilgard

THE REMINDER Team:
- Tom Dahlem, Publisher;
- Maynard Timm, Co-Editor
- Tim McGee, Co-Editor
- Tom Dahlem & Tom Booth, Photography.

*The Reminder Deadline for articles is July 21, 2024

*The Iroquois Club is located on the east side 

of  Woodward Avenue, just north of Square 
Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills. The meeting is 
also accessible via ZOOM for those not able to 
attend in person.

CCMMSSSE
N

IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

Est. �
	�
CCMMSSSE

N
IO

R MEN’S

CLU
B

BIR M IN G H A M, M
I

8     

CONTACT US


