
Michelle Briggs

Chief Park Ranger, Soo Locks 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

SO, YOU WANT TO BUILD A LOCK?
HERE IS WHAT YOU’LL HAVE TO DO.
 





WHY EVEN BUILD A LOCK?
 



WHY EVEN BUILD A LOCK?
 









IF YOU LET IT FLOW, WON’T THE 

RAPIDS DISAPPEAR?
 







WE HAVE TO GO AROUND IT.
 



 
17TH & 18TH CENTURIES
 



19TH CENTURY
 



19TH CENTURY
 





19TH CENTURY
 



YOU WILL NEED TO GET PERMISSION
 

”A Canal at Sault 
Ste. Marie would 
be a work quite 
beyond the 
remotest 
settlement of the 
United States, if 
not the moon”

Senator Henry Clay



“A ship canal around the 

falls of St. Marys of less 

than a mile in length, 

though local in its 

construction, would be 

national in its purposes 

and benefits.”

President 
Millard Fillmore



Lock Name Authorization Construction Complete

State Lock August 26, 1852 1853 1855

Weitzel Lock July 11, 1870 1870 1881

Original Poe Lock August 2, 1886 1889 1896

Davis March 2, 1907 1908 1914

Sabin July 25, 1912 1912 1919

MacArthur March 7, 1942 1942 1943

Current Poe July 24, 1946 1961 1968

New Lock at the Soo November 11, 1986 2020 **2030**



YOU ARE GOING TO NEED THE MONEY
 



YOU ARE GOING TO NEED THE MONEY
 

New Lock at the Soo Allocations and Capabilities



YOU NEED TO FIND A CONTRACTOR
 









YOU’LL NEED TO TEST YOUR PLAN

 













YOU’RE GOING TO NEED SOME DAMS 



YOU’RE GOING TO NEED SOME DAMS 



ORIGINAL POE LOCK



MACARTHUR LOCK



CURRENT POE LOCK



NEW LOCK AT THE SOO



YOU NEED APPROACH CANALS



STATE LOCK



STATE LOCK



SABIN LOCK



MACARTHUR LOCK







YOU’RE GOING TO HAVE TO DIG A BIG HOLE



SABIN LOCK



YOU’RE GOING TO HAVE TO DIG A BIG HOLE



THE NEW LOCK AT THE SOO



THE NEW LOCK AT THE SOO



DAVIS LOCK





DAVIS LOCK



CURRENT POE LOCK



NEW LOCK AT THE SOO







YOU’LL NEED TO BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE
 





















YOU’LL HAVE TO GET BEDROCK CORES

 





YOU FINALLY GET TO BUILD IT!



























YOU’LL NEED TO CONTROL WATER FLOW
 







YOU’LL NEED SOME GATES

 















YOU’LL NEED TO MOVE THOSE GATES

 





YOU’LL NEED TO MOVE THOSE GATES

 



YOU’LL NEED TO MOVE THOSE GATES

 







IT’S A BIG JOB. ARE YOU UP FOR IT?

 

https://www.usajobs.gov/KATJobs@KAT.biz



September 2024
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