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In Celebration of the 84th 
Anniversary of

Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941

The Contributions of

to American Commerce, Culture and

World War II Victory
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Jam Handy
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2900 The Jam HandyWoodward Hastings

2921 Producers Color Service
Now: Oak & Reel

Special Recordings

2821 Jam Handy offices
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Jam Handy
• Ripley’s Believe It or Not for swimming
• Father of industrial film industry
• Created concept of “distance learning”
• First musical comedy for business meeting
• Company produced more than 25,000 films
• First Technicolor business film
• Helped U.S. win WWII by producing 

7,000 films and building aerial trainers
• Vendor-partner of GM for over 50 years,

successor exists today, after 95 years
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December 7, 1941
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             December 8, 1941
President Roosevelt addressed a 
joint session of Congress, opening 
with the words “Yesterday, 
December 7, 1941 — a date which 
will live in infamy—the United 
States of America was suddenly and 
deliberately attacked by naval and 
air forces of the Empire of Japan.
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             December 8, 1941
At the Jam Handy Organization 
board meeting of Monday, 
December 8th, 1941, Handy calmly 
told his board associates. “All of our 
projects from every client will 
probably be canceled today after 
yesterday's attack on Pearl Harbor. 
But don't worry, an America at war 
will need us more than ever.”
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Jam Handy
1886 
Born in 
Philadelphia,
raised in Chicago

  7 1893
Explored
World’s
Columbian 
Exposition
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Jam Handy
16 1902 

 Entered U-M
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Jam Handy
17 1903 Suspended from U-M
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18 1904 Joined Chicago
Tribune full-time

18 1904 Won Olympics 
bronze medal, 
440 breastroke

19 1905 Introduced 
Australian crawl to 
American swimming

Jam Handy
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24 1910 Promoted, Chicago Tribune,
  Asst. Mgr. Retail Advertising

25 1911 Began Kaufman & Handy
  Educational Advertising Co.

Jam Handy

“…the simple, secret device of informing and 
enthusing the sales people on the values advertised." 
“…researched why customers made their purchases, 

and explained that to the sales people."
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27 1913 Created lantern slide training -
  National Cash Register

28 1914 Invented filmstrip projector gate

31 1917 Created WWI training filmstrips 

38 1924 Won Olympics bronze medal, 
  water polo team

Jam Handy
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Jam Handy

Jam Handy circa 1930 and his children
(l – r) Chaillé, Sarah and Jamison, Jr.
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1950 site of King’s Cove. Mallon cottage 
on the left (enlarged in the 1950’s), Scott 
Mitchell house on right.
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43 1929 Worked with Chevrolet

46 1932 Moved Jam Handy Organization
  to Detroit

49 1935 Released early stop-motion and 
  animation-combined-with live- 
  action films

51 1937 Created 1st Technicolor
  industrial film

Jam Handy
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Jam Handy
There is nothing

wrong with
American Business

that Better
Salesmanship

can’t cure
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56  1942 JHO entered the WW II and 
eventually produced 7,000 flight 
simulation, target practice training and 
mass information films.

57 Jam accepted $1 per year in salary. 

 

Jam Handy
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57 The company received 
six Army-Navy “E” 
awards for their 
educational and training 
efforts. 

The award was earned by 
only 5% of the 85,000 
companies involved in 
producing materials for 
the U.S. war effort.

Jam Handy
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Aerial Gunnery Trainer
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66 1952 Invented 1st 170 degree
  wide-angle lens for Navy trainers

78 1964 Used Navy lens for “Cinesphere”

Jam Handy
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85 1971 Encouraged the creation of
  the Bill Sandy Company

97 1983 Died at Henry Ford hospital

Jam Handy
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Bill Sandy
1930 – 2024 (94)
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The Jam Handy Organization
1911 - 1983

Sandy Corporation
1971 - Present
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More on Jam Handy:
• Michigan Today Online, March 1995
• U-M's Clements Library
• U-M's Bentley Library
• Burton Collection of the Detroit Public 

Library

Archival footage available:
• Internet Moving Images Archive

www.archive.org

Jam Handy
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Henry Jamison
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